Code Intercept #1

Rule =  3x + 2


the president: hello everyone – how’s everybody doing today? i’m here with students at wakefield high school in arlington, virginia. and we’ve got students tuning in from all across america, kindergarten through twelfth grade. i’m glad you all could join us today. i know that for many of you, today is the first day of school. and for those of you in kindergarten, or starting middle or high school, it’s your first day in a new school, so it’s understandable if you’re a little nervous. i imagine there are some seniors out there who are feeling pretty good right now, with just one more year to go. and no matter what grade you’re in, some of you are probably wishing it were still summer, and you could’ve stayed in bed just a little longer this morning.
 
JZQ XDQGCNQRJ: ZQLLU QPQDYURQ – ZUS’G QPQDYHUNY NUCRW JUNEY? C’O ZQDQ SCJZ GJMNQRJG EJ SEIQTCQLN ZCWZ GKZUUL CR EDLCRWJUR, PCDWCRCE. ERN SQ’PQ WUJ GJMNQRJG JMRCRW CR TDUO ELL EKDUGG EOQDCKE, ICRNQDWEDJQR JZDUMWZ JSQLTJZ WDENQ. C’O WLEN YUM ELL KUMLN FUCR MG JUNEY. C IRUS JZEJ TUD OERY UT YUM, JUNEY CG JZQ TCDGJ NEY UT GKZUUL. ERN TUD JZUGQ UT YUM CR ICRNQDWEDJQR, UD GJEDJCRW OCNNLQ UD ZCWZ GKZUUL, CJ’G YUMD TCDGJ NEY CR E RQS GKZUUL, GU CJ’G MRNQDGJERNEHLQ CT YUM’DQ E LCJJLQ RQDPUMG. C COEWCRQ JZQDQ EDQ GUOQ GQRCUDG UMJ JZQDQ SZU EDQ TQQLCRW XDQJJY WUUN DCWZJ RUS, SCJZ FMGJ URQ OUDQ YQED JU WU. ERN RU OEJJQD SZEJ WDENQ YUM’DQ CR, GUOQ UT YUM EDQ XDUHEHLY SCGZCRW CJ SQDQ GJCLL GMOOQD, ERN YUM KUMLN’PQ GJEYQN CR HQN FMGJ E LCJJLQ LURWQD JZCG OUDRCRW.



Code Intercept #2


Rule:   3x -3

i know that feeling. when i was young, my family lived in indonesia for a few years, and my mother didn’t have the money to send me where all the american kids went to school. so she decided to teach me extra lessons herself, monday through friday – at 4:30 in the morning.   now i wasn’t too happy about getting up that early. a lot of times, i’d fall asleep right there at the kitchen table. but whenever i’d complain, my mother would just give me one of those looks and say, "this is no picnic for me either, buster."
 

X DMPN EUZE OLLGXMR. NULM X NZB TPHMR, JT OZJXGT GXKLI XM XMIPMLBXZ OPY Z OLN TLZYB, ZMI JT JPEULY IXIM’E UZKL EUL JPMLT EP BLMI JL NULYL ZGG EUL ZJLYXFZM DXIB NLME EP BFUPPG. BP BUL ILFXILI EP ELZFU JL LQEYZ GLBBPMB ULYBLGO, JPMIZT EUYPHRU OYXIZT – ZE 4:30 XM EUL JPYMXMR.   MPN X NZBM’E EPP UZSST ZCPHE RLEEXMR HS EUZE LZYGT. Z GPE PO EXJLB, X’I OZGG ZBGLLS YXRUE EULYL ZE EUL DXEFULM EZCGL. CHE NULMLKLY X’I FPJSGZXM, JT JPEULY NPHGI AHBE RXKL JL PML PO EUPBL GPPDB ZMI BZT, "EUXB XB MP SXFMXF OPY JL LXEULY, CHBELY."
 
Code Intercept #3

Rule: 3x + 6

so i know some of you are still adjusting to being back at school. but i’m here today because i have something important to discuss with you. i’m here because i want to talk with you about your education and what’s expected of all of you in this new school year. now i’ve given a lot of speeches about education. and i’ve talked a lot about responsibility.i’ve talked about your teachers’ responsibility for inspiring you, and pushing you to learn. i’ve talked about your parents’ responsibility for making sure you stay on track, and get your homework done, and don’t spend every waking hour in front of the tv or with that xbox. i’ve talked a lot about your government’s responsibility for setting high standards, supporting teachers and principals, and turning around schools that aren’t working where students aren’t getting the opportunities they deserve. 

KY G MVYW KYSU YX CYQ IHU KNGPP IRJQKNGVA NY LUGVA LIOM IN KODYYP. LQN G’S DUHU NYRIC LUOIQKU G DITU KYSUNDGVA GSBYHNIVN NY RGKOQKK WGND CYQ. G’S DUHU LUOIQKU G WIVN NY NIPM WGND CYQ ILYQN CYQH URQOINGYV IVR WDIN’K UZBUONUR YX IPP YX CYQ GV NDGK VUW KODYYP CUIH. VYW G’TU AGTUV I PYN YX KBUUODUK ILYQN URQOINGYV. IVR G’TU NIPMUR I PYN ILYQN HUKBYVKGLGPGNC.G’TU NIPMUR ILYQN CYQH NUIODUHK’ HUKBYVKGLGPGNC XYH GVKBGHGVA CYQ, IVR BQKDGVA CYQ NY PUIHV. G’TU NIPMUR ILYQN CYQH BIHUVNK’ HUKBYVKGLGPGNC XYH SIMGVA KQHU CYQ KNIC YV NHIOM, IVR AUN CYQH DYSUWYHM RYVU, IVR RYV’N KBUVR UTUHC WIMGVA DYQH GV XHYVN YX NDU NT YH WGND NDIN ZLYZ. G’TU NIPMUR I PYN ILYQN CYQH AYTUHVSUVN’K HUKBYVKGLGPGNC XYH KUNNGVA DGAD KNIVRIHRK, KQBBYHNGVA NUIODUHK IVR BHGVOGBIPK, IVR NQHVGVA IHYQVR KODYYPK NDIN IHUV’N WYHMGVA WDUHU KNQRUVNK IHUV’N AUNNGVA NDU YBBYHNQVGNGUK NDUC RUKUHTU.





Code Intercept #4

Rule: 5x - 2

 
but at the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most supportive parents, and the best schools in the world – and none of it will matter unless all of you fulfill your responsibilities. unless you show up to those schools; pay attention to those teachers; listen to your parents, grandparents and other adults; and put in the hard work it takes to succeed. and that’s what i want to focus on today: the responsibility each of you has for your education. i want to start with the responsibility you have to yourself. 
 

HYT CT TLW WPR UB TLW RCS, IW MCP LCDW TLW KUOT RWRQMCTWR TWCMLWJO, TLW KUOT OYZZUJTQDW ZCJWPTO, CPR TLW HWOT OMLUUFO QP TLW IUJFR – CPR PUPW UB QT IQFF KCTTWJ YPFWOO CFF UB SUY BYFBQFF SUYJ JWOZUPOQHQFQTQWO. YPFWOO SUY OLUI YZ TU TLUOW OMLUUFO; ZCS CTTWPTQUP TU TLUOW TWCMLWJO; FQOTWP TU SUYJ ZCJWPTO, GJCPRZCJWPTO CPR UTLWJ CRYFTO; CPR ZYT QP TLW LCJR IUJA QT TCAWO TU OYMMWWR. CPR TLCT’O ILCT Q ICPT TU BUMYO UP TURCS: TLW JWOZUPOQHQFQTS WCML UB SUY LCO BUJ SUYJ WRYMCTQUP. Q ICPT TU OTCJT IQTL TLW JWOZUPOQHQFQTS SUY LCDW TU SUYJOWFB.







Code Intercept #5

Rule: 5x + 4

every single one of you has something you’re good at. every single one of you has something to offer. and you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is. that’s the opportunity an education can provide. maybe you could be a good writer – maybe even good enough to write a book or articles in a newspaper – but you might not know it until you write a paper for your english class. maybe you could be an innovator or an inventor – maybe even good enough to come up with the next iphone or a new medicine or vaccine – but you might not know it until you do a project for your science class. maybe you could be a mayor or a senator or a supreme court justice, but you might not know that until you join student government or the debate team.


CJCPY UWVMLC AVC AH YAE RIU UAQCZRWVM YAE’PC MAAX IZ. CJCPY UWVMLC AVC AH YAE RIU UAQCZRWVM ZA AHHCP. IVX YAE RIJC I PCUFAVUWNWLWZY ZA YAEPUCLH ZA XWUSAJCP ORIZ ZRIZ WU. ZRIZ’U ZRC AFFAPZEVWZY IV CXESIZWAV SIV FPAJWXC. QIYNC YAE SAELX NC I MAAX OPWZCP – QIYNC CJCV MAAX CVAEMR ZA OPWZC I NAAG AP IPZWSLCU WV I VCOUFIFCP – NEZ YAE QWMRZ VAZ GVAO WZ EVZWL YAE OPWZC I FIFCP HAP YAEP CVMLWUR SLIUU. QIYNC YAE SAELX NC IV WVVAJIZAP AP IV WVJCVZAP – QIYNC CJCV MAAX CVAEMR ZA SAQC EF OWZR ZRC VCTZ WFRAVC AP I VCO QCXWSWVC AP JISSWVC – NEZ YAE QWMRZ VAZ GVAO WZ EVZWL YAE XA I FPABCSZ HAP YAEP USWCVSC SLIUU. QIYNC YAE SAELX NC I QIYAP AP I UCVIZAP AP I UEFPCQC SAEPZ BEUZWSC, NEZ YAE QWMRZ VAZ GVAO ZRIZ EVZWL YAE BAWV UZEXCVZ MAJCPVQCVZ AP ZRC XCNIZC ZCIQ.

Code Intercept #6

Rule: 5x - 10
and no matter what you want to do with your life – i guarantee that you’ll need an education to do it. you want to be a doctor, or a teacher, or a police officer? you want to be a nurse or an architect, a lawyer or a member of our military? you’re going to need a good education for every single one of those careers. you can’t drop out of school and just drop into a good job. you’ve got to work for it and train for it and learn for it.  and this isn’t just important for your own life and your own future. what you make of your education will decide nothing less than the future of this country. what you’re learning in school today will determine whether we as a nation can meet our greatest challenges in the future. 

UHJ HM CULLOB ADUL KMQ AUHL LM JM AILD KMQB XITO – I YQUBUHLOO LDUL KMQ’XX HOOJ UH OJQEULIMH LM JM IL. KMQ AUHL LM ZO U JMELMB, MB U LOUEDOB, MB U RMXIEO MTTIEOB? KMQ AUHL LM ZO U HQBGO MB UH UBEDILOEL, U XUAKOB MB U COCZOB MT MQB CIXILUBK? KMQ’BO YMIHY LM HOOJ U YMMJ OJQEULIMH TMB OVOBK GIHYXO MHO MT LDMGO EUBOOBG. KMQ EUH’L JBMR MQL MT GEDMMX UHJ NQGL JBMR IHLM U YMMJ NMZ. KMQ’VO YML LM AMBS TMB IL UHJ LBUIH TMB IL UHJ XOUBH TMB IL.  UHJ LDIG IGH’L NQGL ICRMBLUHL TMB KMQB MAH XITO UHJ KMQB MAH TQLQBO. ADUL KMQ CUSO MT KMQB OJQEULIMH AIXX JOEIJO HMLDIHY XOGG LDUH LDO TQLQBO MT LDIG EMQHLBK. ADUL KMQ’BO XOUBHIHY IH GEDMMX LMJUK AIXX JOLOBCIHO ADOLDOB AO UG U HULIMH EUH COOL MQB YBOULOGL EDUXXOHYOG IH LDO TQLQBO.






Code Intercept #7

Rule: 3x - 8


you’ll need the knowledge and problem-solving skills you learn in science and math to cure diseases like cancer and aids, and to develop new energy technologies and protect our environment. you’ll need the insights and critical thinking skills you gain in history and social studies to fight poverty and homelessness, crime and discrimination, and make our nation more fair and more free. you’ll need the creativity and ingenuity you develop in all your classes to build new companies that will create new jobs and boost our economy. 

OKC’BB HGGD ZPG YHKIBGDMG UHD NTKXBGE-WKBFSHM WYSBBW OKC BGUTH SH WASGHAG UHD EUZP ZK ACTG DSWGUWGW BSYG AUHAGT UHD USDW, UHD ZK DGFGBKN HGI GHGTMO ZGAPHKBKMSGW UHD NTKZGAZ KCT GHFSTKHEGHZ. OKC’BB HGGD ZPG SHWSMPZW UHD ATSZSAUB ZPSHYSHM WYSBBW OKC MUSH SH PSWZKTO UHD WKASUB WZCDSGW ZK JSMPZ NKFGTZO UHD PKEGBGWWHGWW, ATSEG UHD DSWATSESHUZSKH, UHD EUYG KCT HUZSKH EKTG JUST UHD EKTG JTGG. OKC’BB HGGD ZPG ATGUZSFSZO UHD SHMGHCSZO OKC DGFGBKN SH UBB OKCT ABUWWGW ZK XCSBD HGI AKENUHSGW ZPUZ ISBB ATGUZG HGI VKXW UHD XKKWZ KCT GAKHKEO.
 








Code Intercept #8

Rule: 5x + 7


we need every single one of you to develop your talents, skills and intellect so you can help solve our most difficult problems. if you don’t do that – if you quit on school – you’re not just quitting on yourself, you’re quitting on your country. now i know it’s not always easy to do well in school. i know a lot of you have challenges in your lives right now that can make it hard to focus on your schoolwork. i get it. i know what that’s like. my father left my family when i was two years old, and i was raised by a single mother who struggled at times to pay the bills and wasn’t always able to give us things the other kids had. there were times when i missed having a father in my life. there were times when i was lonely and felt like i didn’t fit in

RF YFFA FMFSB XZYPOF DYF DK BDH CD AFMFODI BDHS CLOFYCX, XJZOOX LYA ZYCFOOFVC XD BDH VLY UFOI XDOMF DHS TDXC AZKKZVHOC ISDQOFTX. ZK BDH ADY’C AD CULC – ZK BDH NHZC DY XVUDDO – BDH’SF YDC EHXC NHZCCZYP DY BDHSXFOK, BDH’SF NHZCCZYP DY BDHS VDHYCSB. YDR Z JYDR ZC’X YDC LORLBX FLXB CD AD RFOO ZY XVUDDO. Z JYDR L ODC DK BDH ULMF VULOOFYPFX ZY BDHS OZMFX SZPUC YDR CULC VLY TLJF ZC ULSA CD KDVHX DY BDHS XVUDDORDSJ. Z PFC ZC. Z JYDR RULC CULC’X OZJF. TB KLCUFS OFKC TB KLTZOB RUFY Z RLX CRD BFLSX DOA, LYA Z RLX SLZXFA QB L XZYPOF TDCUFS RUD XCSHPPOFA LC CZTFX CD ILB CUF QZOOX LYA RLXY’C LORLBX LQOF CD PZMF HX CUZYPX CUF DCUFS JZAX ULA. CUFSF RFSF CZTFX RUFY Z TZXXFA ULMZYP L KLCUFS ZY TB OZKF. CUFSF RFSF CZTFX RUFY Z RLX ODYFOB LYA KFOC OZJF Z AZAY’C KZC ZY




Code Intercept #9


Rule: 3x + 8
i get it. i know what that’s like. my father left my family when i was two years old, and i was raised by a single mother who struggled at times to pay the bills and wasn’t always able to give us things the other kids had. there were times when i missed having a father in my life. there were times when i was lonely and felt like i didn’t fit in. so i wasn’t always as focused as i should have been. i did some things i’m not proud of, and got in more trouble than i should have. and my life could have easily taken a turn for the worse. but i was fortunate. i got a lot of second chances and had the opportunity to go to college, and law school, and follow my dreams. 

I CWP IP. I OXAY YFKP PFKP’M RIOW. UE ZKPFWJ RWZP UE ZKUIRE YFWX I YKM PYA EWKJM ART, KXT I YKM JKIMWT NE K MIXCRW UAPFWJ YFA MPJSCCRWT KP PIUWM PA DKE PFW NIRRM KXT YKMX’P KRYKEM KNRW PA CIVW SM PFIXCM PFW APFWJ OITM FKT. PFWJW YWJW PIUWM YFWX I UIMMWT FKVIXC K ZKPFWJ IX UE RIZW. PFWJW YWJW PIUWM YFWX I YKM RAXWRE KXT ZWRP RIOW I TITX’P ZIP IX. MA I YKMX’P KRYKEM KM ZAQSMWT KM I MFASRT FKVW NWWX. I TIT MAUW PFIXCM I’U XAP DJAST AZ, KXT CAP IX UAJW PJASNRW PFKX I MFASRT FKVW. KXT UE RIZW QASRT FKVW WKMIRE PKOWX K PSJX ZAJ PFW YAJMW. NSP I YKM ZAJPSXKPW. I CAP K RAP AZ MWQAXT QFKXQWM KXT FKT PFW ADDAJPSXIPE PA CA PA QARRWCW, KXT RKY MQFAAR, KXT ZARRAY UE TJWKUM.





Code Intercept #10

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rule: 3x + 2

my wife, our first lady michelle obama, has a similar story. neither of her parents had gone to college, and they didn’t have much. but they worked hard, and she worked hard, so that she could go to the best schools in this country.some of you might not have those advantages. maybe you don’t have adults in your life who give you the support that you need. maybe someone in your family has lost their job, and there’s not enough money to go around. maybe you live in a neighborhood where you don’t feel safe, or have friends who are pressuring you to do things you know aren’t right. 

OY SCTQ, UMD TCDGJ LENY OCKZQLLQ UHEOE, ZEG E GCOCLED GJUDY. RQCJZQD UT ZQD XEDQRJG ZEN WURQ JU KULLQWQ, ERN JZQY NCNR’J ZEPQ OMKZ. HMJ JZQY SUDIQN ZEDN, ERN GZQ SUDIQN ZEDN, GU JZEJ GZQ KUMLN WU JU JZQ HQGJ GKZUULG CR JZCG KUMRJDY.GUOQ UT YUM OCWZJ RUJ ZEPQ JZUGQ ENPERJEWQG. OEYHQ YUM NUR’J ZEPQ ENMLJG CR YUMD LCTQ SZU WCPQ YUM JZQ GMXXUDJ JZEJ YUM RQQN. OEYHQ GUOQURQ CR YUMD TEOCLY ZEG LUGJ JZQCD FUH, ERN JZQDQ’G RUJ QRUMWZ OURQY JU WU EDUMRN. OEYHQ YUM LCPQ CR E RQCWZHUDZUUN SZQDQ YUM NUR’J TQQL GETQ, UD ZEPQ TDCQRNG SZU EDQ XDQGGMDCRW YUM JU NU JZCRWG YUM IRUS EDQR’J DCWZJ.



Code Intercept #11


but at the end of the day, the circumstances of your life – what you look like, where you come from, how much money you have, what you’ve got going on at home – that’s no excuse for neglecting your homework or having a bad attitude. that’s no excuse for talking back to your teacher, or cutting class, or dropping out of school. that’s no excuse for not trying. 
 
where you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you’ll end up. no one’s written your destiny for you. here in america, you write your own destiny. you make your own future. 
 
that’s what young people like you are doing every day, all across america. 





Code Intercept #12

 
young people like jazmin perez, from roma, texas. jazmin didn’t speak english when she first started school. hardly anyone in her hometown went to college, and neither of her parents had gone either. but she worked hard, earned good grades, got a scholarship to brown university, and is now in graduate school, studying public health, on her way to being dr. jazmin perez.
 
i’m thinking about andoni schultz, from los altos, california, who’s fought brain cancer since he was three. he’s endured all sorts of treatments and surgeries, one of which affected his memory, so it took him much longer – hundreds of extra hours – to do his schoolwork. but he never fell behind, and he’s headed to college this fall. 



Code Intercept #13

and then there’s shantell steve, from my hometown of chicago, illinois. even when bouncing from foster home to foster home in the toughest neighborhoods, she managed to get a job at a local health center; start a program to keep young people out of gangs; and she’s on track to graduate high school with honors and go on to college.
 
jazmin, andoni and shantell aren’t any different from any of you. they faced challenges in their lives just like you do. but they refused to give up. they chose to take responsibility for their education and set goals for themselves. and i expect all of you to do the same. 
 



Code Intercept #14




Code Intercept #15

that’s why today, i’m calling on each of you to set your own goals for your education – and to do everything you can to meet them. your goal can be something as simple as doing all your homework, paying attention in class, or spending time each day reading a book. maybe you’ll decide to get involved in an extracurricular activity, or volunteer in your community. maybe you’ll decide to stand up for kids who are being teased or bullied because of who they are or how they look, because you believe, like i do, that all kids deserve a safe environment to study and learn. maybe you’ll decide to take better care of yourself so you can be more ready to learn. and along those lines, i hope you’ll all wash your hands a lot, and stay home from school when you don’t feel well, so we can keep people from getting the flu this fall and winter.
 
whatever you resolve to do, i want you to commit to it. i want you to really work at it. 
 







Code Intercept #16
i know that sometimes, you get the sense from tv that you can be rich and successful without any hard work -- that your ticket to success is through rapping or basketball or being a reality tv star, when chances are, you’re not going to be any of those things. 
 
but the truth is, being successful is hard. you won’t love every subject you study. you won’t click with every teacher. not every homework assignment will seem completely relevant to your life right this minute. and you won’t necessarily succeed at everything the first time you try.





Code Intercept #17
that’s ok.  some of the most successful people in the world are the ones who’ve had the most failures. jk rowling’s first harry potter book was rejected twelve times before it was finally published. michael jordan was cut from his high school basketball team, and he lost hundreds of games and missed thousands of shots during his career. but he once said, "i have failed over and over and over again in my life. and that is why i succeed." 
 
these people succeeded because they understand that you can’t let your failures define you – you have to let them teach you. you have to let them show you what to do differently next time. if you get in trouble, that doesn’t mean you’re a troublemaker, it means you need to try harder to behave. if you get a bad grade, that doesn’t mean you’re stupid, it just means you need to spend more time studying. 
 




Code Intercept #18


no one’s born being good at things, you become good at things through hard work. you’re not a varsity athlete the first time you play a new sport. you don’t hit every note the first time you sing a song. you’ve got to practice. it’s the same with your schoolwork. you might have to do a math problem a few times before you get it right, or read something a few times before you understand it, or do a few drafts of a paper before it’s good enough to hand in. 
 
don’t be afraid to ask questions. don’t be afraid to ask for help when you need it. i do that every day. asking for help isn’t a sign of weakness, it’s a sign of strength. it shows you have the courage to admit when you don’t know something, and to learn something new. so find an adult you trust – a parent, grandparent or teacher; a coach or counselor – and ask them to help you stay on track to meet your goals. 
 



Code Intercept #19

and even when you’re struggling, even when you’re discouraged, and you feel like other people have given up on you – don’t ever give up on yourself. because when you give up on yourself, you give up on your country.
 
the story of america isn’t about people who quit when things got tough. it’s about people who kept going, who tried harder, who loved their country too much to do anything less than their best. 
 
it’s the story of students who sat where you sit 250 years ago, and went on to wage a revolution and found this nation. students who sat where you sit 75 years ago who overcame a depression and won a world war; who fought for civil rights and put a man on the moon. students who sat where you sit 20 years ago who founded google, twitter and facebook and changed the way we communicate with each other.
 







	


Code Intercept #20

your families, your teachers, and i are doing everything we can to make sure you have the education you need to answer these questions. i’m working hard to fix up your classrooms and get you the books, equipment and computers you need to learn. but you’ve got to do your part too. so i expect you to get serious this year. i expect you to put your best effort into everything you do. i expect great things from each of you. so don’t let us down – don’t let your family or your country or yourself down. make us all proud. i know you can do it.
 
thank you, god bless you, and god bless america.




Code Intercept #21

and beyond all those concerns, i know a lot of you are also feeling the strain of some difficult times.  you know what’s going on in the news and you also know what’s going on in some of your own families.  you’ve read about the war in afghanistan.  you hear about the recession that we’ve been through.  and sometimes maybe you’re seeing the worries in your parents’ faces or sense it in their voice.
so a lot of you as a consequence, because we’re going through a tough time a country, are having to act a lot older than you are.  you got to be strong for your family while your brother or sister is serving overseas, or you’ve got to look after younger siblings while your mom is working that second shift.  or maybe some of you who are little bit older, you’re taking on a part-time job while your dad’s out of work.





Code Intercept #22
and that’s a lot to handle.  it’s more than you should have to handle.  and it may make you wonder at times what your own future will look like, whether you’re going to be able to succeed in school, whether you should maybe set your sights a little lower, scale back your dreams.
but i came to masterman to tell all of you what i think you’re hearing from your principal and your superintendent, and from your parents and your teachers:  nobody gets to write your destiny but you.  your future is in your hands.  your life is what you make of it.  and nothing -- absolutely nothing -- is beyond your reach, so long as you’re willing to dream big, so long as you’re willing to work hard.  so long as you’re willing to stay focused on your education, there is not a single thing that any of you cannot accomplish, not a single thing.  i believe that.








 
 














Code Intercept #23

and that last part is absolutely essential, that part about really working hard in school, because an education has never been more important than it is today.  i’m sure there are going to be times in the months ahead when you’re staying up late doing your homework or cramming for a test, or you’re dragging yourself out of bed on a rainy morning and you’re thinking, oh, boy, i wish maybe it was a snow day.  (laughter.) 
but let me tell you, what you’re doing is worth it.  there is nothing more important than what you’re doing right now.  nothing is going to have as great an impact on your success in life as your education, how you’re doing in school. 










 









